
PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF PE1631 
QUESTIONS/ISSUES ARISING FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

THURSDAY, 8 NOVEMBER 2018 

Scottish Government— 

• The Committee noted it was the Scottish Government’s intention to wait until
the outcome of the Scottish Civil Justice Council consultation on the Case
Management of Family and Civil Partnership Actions in the Sheriff Court as
well as the Scottish Government consultation on a review of the Children
(Scotland) Act 1995 and on a proposed Family Justice Modernisation
Strategy, in order to inform its policy on the use of Child Welfare Hearing
decision notes.

• Recognising that these consultations have now concluded and the petitioner
is fully supportive of the use of decision notes, the Committee agreed to seek
an update on any action the Scottish Government intends to take, relevant to
the petition, in response to the outcome of these public consultations.

THURSDAY 7 JUNE 2018 

Lord President - 

• The Public Petitions Committee considered the above petition at its meeting
on 7 June 2018. At this meeting, the Committee discussed the Scottish
Government’s written submission of 27 March 2018 which explained that the
Courts Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 gives powers to the Lord President to
determine that family cases be heard by specialist family sheriffs. The
Committee is therefore keen to understand whether criterion exists for the
Lord President to determine when and in what child contact cases this
happens.

Scottish Government - 

• The Public Petitions Committee considered the above petition at its meeting
on 7 June 2018 and noted a suggestion made by the Scottish Child Law
Centre to use Child Welfare Hearing Decision Notes to record discussions at
Child Welfare Hearings. It is the Law Centre’s view that this would strike the
appropriate balance between recording discussions at Child Welfare Hearings
without it being overly burdensome.

• The Committee therefore agreed to ask the Scottish Government for its views
in relation to this suggestion.

THURSDAY 15 MARCH 2018 

Scottish Government- 

• The Committee agreed to ask the Scottish Government for its view on the use
of fixed specialised family law courts for Child Welfare Hearings as an



alternative to the current arrangement of holding them in local courts across 
Scotland.  

• The Committee also noted in the Scottish Government’s most recent 
submission of 23 November 2018 that the Scottish Civil Justice Council 
agreed to carry out a consultation on the report by the sub-committee on case 
management of family actions. The Committee therefore also agreed to seek 
an update on this consultation. 

Charities providing advocacy and support to children- 

• The Committee agreed to write to charities providing advocacy and support to 
children to seek their views in relation to the current practice of recording 
discussions at Child Welfare Hearings, and to ask whether they had any 
suggestions about how to strike the appropriate balance between recording 
discussions at Child Welfare Hearings without it being overly burdensome.   

 

THURSDAY 26 OCTOBER 2017 

Scottish Government- 

• The Committee noted that the Scottish Government made a commitment in its 
written submission dated 2 August 2017 to provide an update on the Family 
Law Committee of the Scottish Civil Justice Council meeting on 23 October 
2017 where the suggestion that court rules should make provision for a form 
to produce a record of proceedings in child welfare hearings was considered.   

• The Committee agreed that that it would be helpful to receive an update from 
the Scottish Government on the outcome of this meeting.   

THURSDAY 11 MAY 2017 

Scottish Government –  

• What would it cost to implement digital recording of child welfare hearings?  

• Whether the proforma used in child hearings could be adapted for use in child 
welfare hearings and what this would cost to implement? 
 

Family Law Committee, Scottish Civil Justice Council  – 

• What is the Family Law Committee’s view on the petition in light of the work it 
is currently undertaking on case management? 

 

 
THURSDAY 2 MARCH 2017 
 

Scottish Government, Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service –  

• What are you views on the petition? 

• Why are child welfare hearings not routinely recorded at present? 

Children and Young People's Commissioner, Sheriffs' Association, Scottish 
Child Law Centre, Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration – 



• What are you views on the petition? 


